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In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful,
We praise Him and invoke His blessings upon His Noble Messenger

Foreward

These books were originally published in Urdu to provide children with a basic knowledge and understanding of revered figures from our religious history. Illustrations, children’s activities and glossaries have been added to enhance the learning experience for children. The goal of these books is for children to develop a love and appreciation for the profound faith and the immense sacrifices of the revered personalities portrayed in these books. It is also hoped that the examples of righteousness found in these pages inspire children to cultivate a personal relationship with Allah, our Creator and Sustainer.

This particular book is about the life of Ummul-Mu’minin, Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra). Some modifications and additions have been made to the original text for the sake of historical accuracy and style.

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) was brave and intelligent. Despite being the daughter of a chief she willingly and happily lived a very simple life as the wife of the Holy Prophet (sas). Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) narrated seventeen Ahadith. 

This book was rendered into English by the Children’s Book Team of Additional Wakalat- e-Tasnif headed by Uzma Saeed Ahmad and Noma Saeed Samee, and includes: Aamna Bhatti, Hafia Khan, Alia Sajid, Amina Maryem Shams, Haallah Shams and Durre Sharif. May Allah the Almighty reward them abundantly in this world and the hereafter. Amin.

Munir-ud-Din Shams
Additional Wakilut-Tasnif
July 2014 
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Battle of Muraisi’

Today you will learn about a wife of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas), Ummul-Mu’minin, Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra). Before that, let us tell you what Madinah was like when Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) got married to the Holy Prophet (sas). This will help introduce Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) to you. You are already aware that after the Holy Prophet (sas) had been treated with utmost cruelty and injustice for thirteen years at the hands of Makkans, he was granted permission by Allah the Almighty to leave Makkah and migrate to Madinah.

The people of Madinah gave the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas) a warm welcome. The Muslims were very happy to have him there, but there were some people in Madinah and in the surrounding areas that were against the Holy Prophet (sas). The Holy Prophet (sas) adopted peaceful ways to live in harmony with every tribe in Madinah. Amongst these tribes were some that acted peacefully on the outside, but inwardly were against Islam. About ninty-six miles outside of Madinah, there was a very famous well called the Muraisi‘. A tribe by the name of Banu Mustalaq was living near that well. The name of their chief was Harith bin Abi Darrar. This man hated Muslims with a passion. He was filled with a burning fury against Muslims. He would often say that they would eliminate the problem (i.e., the Muslims) that the Makkans could not remove and that the people of Madinah could not solve. He said the Quraish of Makkah would help them in this effort as well; and that they should arm themselves with weapons and gather at Muraisi‘. Harith bin Abi Darrar said that they would fight fiercely and would not rest until they had destroyed the Muslims. Musafi‘ bin Safwan, the husband of Harith’s daughter Barrah, was also with him. He was filled by the uncontrollable urge to make war. The Holy Prophet (sas) became aware that preparations for a war against the Muslims were underway. It was a habit of the Holy Prophet (sas) that he did not believe any rumours. So, he sent Buraidah bin Hasib Aslami (ra) to confirm the news. When he returned, he told the Holy Prophet (sas) about the situation. Upon hearing this report the Holy Prophet (sas) ordered the companions to prepare to fight.1

The Muslim army marched out of Madinah in the month of Sha‘ban, 5th Hijri. When Harith bin Abi Darrar heard about the Muslim army, he became very scared and fled the scene, and the men in his army also scattered. The people of Muraisi‘ fought the Muslims but were soon defeated. The Muslims were victorious. Eleven men of the enemy army were killed, and six hundred were made prisoners. Harith’s son-in- law, Musafi‘ was among those that were killed.
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1 A summary of Sirat Khatamun-Nabiyyin, Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad (ra), pp. 557-558



A Blessed Marriage

After the battle the Muslims took a large amount of spoils of war. Spoils of war refer to what is left behind by the opposing army after either fleeing the battle or suffering a defeat at the hands of an army. The Holy Prophet (sas) used to distribute the spoils amongst those who fought in the Muslim army. Among the prisoners of war was Harith’s daughter Barrah. During this distribution Barrah bint Harith was handed over to Hazrat Thabit bin Qais bin Shamas (ra). Barrah was the daughter of a chief. She did not like being a prisoner of war. There was a practice in Islam where a prisoner of war can gain freedom by offering to pay a ransom with the agreement of his/her caretaker. It is called Mukatabat. Barrah asked Hazrat Thabit (ra) to enter into a Mukatabat agreement with her. Hazrat Thabit (ra) agreed to enter into this agreement and the ransom was decided to be nine Auqiyah (a measurement to specify the weight of gold).1

Barrah had settled the Mukatabat, but she did not actually have the gold in her possession, because she had been forced to leave her home empty handed. She had heard that the Prophet (sas) of the Muslims was a very kind-hearted man, and thought she could ask for either a loan or assistance from him. The next day she appeared before him and appealed for help:

“O Messenger (sas) of Allah, I am the daughter of the chief Harith bin Abi Darrar. You are well aware of the misfortune that has fallen upon me. I have settled into an agreement with my master for nine Auqiyah. My request is that you please help me with the payment of this amount.”2

She made this plea with such dignity and eloquence that Allah the Almighty put in the heart of the Holy Prophet (sas) to offer her marriage, which could lead to the elimination of all the animosity between Muslims and her tribe, and create opportunities for the spread of Islam.

The Holy Prophet (sas) responded, “I have a better solution. If you are willing to accept.”

Barrah said, “Please speak.”

The Holy Prophet (sas) said, “I will pay the amount on your behalf, and marry you.”

She agreed immediately and this blessed marriage took place. At the time of the marriage, Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) was twenty years old.3

The marriage took place in the year 627. After the wedding, the Holy Prophet (sas) gave her the name Juwairiyah.4




1 Siyarus-Sahabah, Volume 6 (Siyarus-Sahabiyat), pp. 78-79, Published by Idarah Islamiyat, Lahore

2 At-Tabaqatul-Kubra’, Muhammad bin Sa‘d, Volume 8, p. 268/p. 303, Dhikru Azwaji Rasulillah (sas)/ Juwairiyatu bintul-Harith, Published by Daru Ihya’it-Turathil-‘Arabiyy, Beirut (1996)

3 At-Tabaqatul-Kubra’, Muhammad bin Sa‘d, Volume 8, pp. 303-305, Dhikru Azwaji Rasulillah (sas)/ Juwairiyatu bintul-Harith, Published by Daru Ihya’it-Turathil-‘Arabiyy, Beirut (1996)

4 At-Tabaqatul-Kubra’, Muhammad bin Sa‘d, Volume 8, pp. 303-305, Dhikru Azwaji Rasulillah (sas)/ Juwairiyatu bintul-Harith, Published by Daru Ihya’it-Turathil-‘Arabiyy, Beirut (1996)



Bonds of Kinship

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) was very beautiful. Hazrat ‘A’ishah (ra) described her as someone who possessed sweet speech, graceful physical features, charm and beauty. She fascinated everyone who saw her.1

When the Holy Prophet (sas) married this brave and intelligent girl belonging to the Banu Mustalaq, all the members of that tribe became his kinsmen. Because of this the Muslims felt it was not right for them to keep the kinsmen of the Holy Prophet (sas) as prisoners. Thus, all the people who were made prisoners during the battle of Muraisi‘ were freed, without any ransom. When all these prisoners returned to their homes, every household started talking about the Founder of Islam (sas) and his teachings, and many people began accepting Islam.

The incident that led the family of Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) to accept Islam is an interesting one. When her father found out that his beloved daughter was among the prisoners of war, he set out towards Madinah. He took with him some belongings that included camels, in order to pay the ransom and free his daughter. During the journey he felt unwilling to give up two of his prized camels. So, he hid those two camels in the valley of ‘Aqiq. When he finally met the Holy Prophet (sas) he said:

“O Muhammad (sas), you have brought my daughter here. This is her ransom.”

The Holy Prophet (sas) responded:

“Where are the two camels that you have hidden in the valley of ‘Aqiq?”

Allah the Almighty had shown this entire incident to the Holy Prophet (sas) in a vision. Harith was dumbfounded when he heard this, and he realized that this man could not be a liar. He recited the Kalimah openly and became a Muslim. His two sons, ‘Abdullah and ‘Amr, also became Muslims.2 The Holy Prophet (sas) summoned Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra). Harith said to the HolyProphet (sas) that I am the chief of my tribe and my daughter cannot live like a prisoner. However, when he learned that she was not going to be a prisoner, but rather the wife of Holy Prophet (sas), he became very happy. The Holy Prophet (sas) left it up to Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) to choose where she wanted to live.

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) responded, “I would like to live with the Holy Prophet (sas).”3

Do you see what a great change came into the life of Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra)? She was the daughter of an enemy of Islam, and the wife of another enemy of Islam. Her father was defeated; her husband was killed; and she was widowed. She wasmadeaprisoner.Yet as soon as she came into contact with the Holy Prophet (sas), she received the gift of Islam, which led to the freedom of so many prisoners. Her father and brothers became Muslims as well. Hence, blessings were showered upon them with this marriage.

Hazrat ‘A’ishah (ra) says, “I have never seen a woman prove to be so blessed for her people as Juwairiyah. Because of her, many families of the Banu Mustalaq were made free.”4

While remembering the days of her wedding, Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) relates, “I saw a dream three nights before the arrival of the Holy Prophet (sas) that the moon, travelling from Yathrib (Madinah), has fallen into my lap. I did not wish to tell anyone about this dream. When I was captured, I hoped for the fulfilment of this dream. Then, the Holy Prophet (sas) granted me freedom and married me. I was twenty-years-old at that time.”
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1 Usdul-Ghabati Fi Ma‘rifatis-Sahabati, ‘Izzud-Din Ibnul-Athir, Volume 6, pp. 58-59, Juwairiyatu bintul-Harith, Published by Darul-Fikr, Beirut (2003)

2 As-Siratun-Nabawiyyah, Muhammad bin Hisham, Volume 3, Qatla Bani Mustalaq, pp. 168- 169, Published by Darul-Kutubil-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut (2000)

3 Siyarus-Sahabah, Volume 6 (Siyarus-Sahabiyat), p. 79, Published by Idarah Islamiyat, Lahore

4 Usdul-Ghabah Fi Ma‘rifatis-Sahabah, ‘Izzud-Din Ibnul-Athir, Volume 6, p. 59, Juwairiyatu bintul-Harith, Published by Darul-Fikr, Beirut (2003)




A Simple Life

There are many books written about the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas) and his blessed wives. The authors of these books have organised the chronology of events according to their own understanding. After studying these books, we have put together a summary for you, which will give you a good idea of the actual events. There may be a few differences in the chronology. For example, some have written that the marriage of Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) and the Holy Prophet (sas) took place before the arrival of her father in Madinah, and others have written that her father married her to the Holy Prophet (sas) after he arrived in Madinah. Although there is some uncertainty about the exact sequence of events, the fact is that she was a free woman at the time of her marriage and entered into this blessed bond willingly. Now we will look at what married life was like for the Holy Prophet (sas) and Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra).

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) was the daughter of her tribe’s chief. The rich Arabs lived a life of luxury and privilege. However, life in the household of the Holy Prophet (sas) was simple to an extreme degree. The way of life, the clothing, the food, and everything else was very humble. The homes of the wives were made of mud bricks, twigs and leaves of date trees. The entrances usually had curtains hanging from them and there were no doors. The ceiling was so low that you could touch it if you raised your hand. There were no lamps. The house of Hazrat ‘A’ishah (ra) had an upper level as well. Small courtyards were attached to these homes. These homes were large enough that guests could stay there and their needs could be satisfied. Some of these homes also housed cattle. This was the simplicity of these homes.

The items within the homes were also very simple. Generally the mattresses were made of leather and stuffed with grass. Pillows were also stuffed with either grass or the leaves of a date tree. Besides these things there was very little else. The wives of the Holy Prophet (sas) also made do with just one outfit.

Hazrat ‘A’ishah (ra) once revealed that each of the wives did not own more than one outfit.1

The Holy Prophet (sas) had very simple eating habits. His wives also adopted similar habits and lived patiently and gratefully. Hazrat ‘A’ishah (ra) has narrated, “We often did not even light the stove for several days. We only ate dates and drank water. Due to our humble circumstances, the members of the household of the Holy Prophet (sas) were not able to eat bread for more than three days in a row.”

Hazrat Bilal (ra) was given the duty of managing the financial matters of the household. Whatever was received through gifts and spoils of war, went under his supervision. He also took care of distributing charity amongst the poor. If the need arose, he would ask for a loan. After the victory of Khaibar, the Holy Prophet (sas) started giving his wives twenty kilograms of barley to last for a month, and a maund of dates (which is equivelant to approximately thirty seven kilograms) to last for a whole year. These were also used to take care of the guests and to give to charity.2

During these hard times, the Holy Prophet (sas) once said to his wives, in accordance with a revelation from Allah the Almighty:

“If you wish for all the luxuries of life then come and let me give you all the material things of the world. However, if you choose this you cannot remain my wives. I will bid you farewell with generosity and kindness. But, if you value God and His Messenger, and want rewards in the Hereafter, then listen! Those righteous ones among you who put God’s pleasure before all else will be the recipients of great rewards from Him.”3

None of his wives chose to take up the wealth of the world and separate from the Holy Prophet (sas). But were not all the bounties of both worlds created for the Holy Prophet (sas)? Then why did he prefer to lead such a simple life? It was because his only ambition in life was to please Allah the Almighty. The purpose in life of the Holy Prophet (sas) was not to enjoy the riches of the world. The Holy Prophet (sas) said, “My God gave me the chance to have the whole valley of Makkah filled with gold. I said, ‘O my Lord, I am happy to eat one day and remain hungry the next. When I am hungry, I can supplicate to you and busy myself in your remembrance; and when I am full, I can praise you and be grateful to you.’”4

May millions and millions of peace and blessings be upon this beloved Prophet (sas) of ours, who rejected the opportunity to gain all the riches of the world, and instead gave preference to faith. Moreover the Holy Prophet (sas) counseled his wives so well that they became shining examples for every woman amongst his followers. No poor, less fortunate man or woman can say that the Holy Prophet (sas) did not understand the trials they face, or that he lived in luxury.
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1 Sahihul-Bukhari, Kitabul-Haid, Babu Hal Tusallil-Mar’atu Fi Thaubin Hadat Fihi, Hadith No. 312

2 Daily Alfazl, 28 June 2004, pp. 4-5, Article by Hadi Ali Chaudhary

3 Surah al-Ahzab (33:29-30)

4 Sunanut-Tirmidhi, Kitabuz-Zuhd, Babun Ma Ja’a Fil-Kafafi Was-Sabri ‘Alaihi, Hadith No. 2347



Her Pious Nature

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) had great eagerness in her heart to please Allah the Almighty and His Messenger, the Holy Prophet (sas). She spent most of her time in worshipping Allah. She had reserved a special corner in her house specifically for worship.

One day, the Holy Prophet (sas) came to her house. It was daytime and she was busy in worship. When the Holy Prophet (sas) passed by her house later in the afternoon, he saw her still sitting on the prayer rug and busy in worship. The Holy Prophet (sas) inquired, “Have you been sitting like this all this time? Do you always worship like this?” She replied, “Of course, Messenger of Allah (sas).”

When she found out that Allah the Almighty likes it when His servants fast, she started fasting a lot. One Friday, the Holy Prophet (sas) came to her house and found out that she was fasting. He asked, “Juwairiyah, did you fast yesterday as well?” She replied, “No.” He asked, “Will you fast tomorrow then?” She replied, “No.” Upon that the Holy Prophet (sas) said, “Then you should break the fast.”1 The Holy Prophet (sas) did not like fasting only on Fridays.2

The wives of the Holy Prophet (sas) used to listen to his teachings very carefully and then obey them strictly. They observed his actions, and then advised others while citing him as an example. This way the sayings and actions of the Holy Prophet (sas) have been preserved in a way that can be claimed as one hundred percent accurate. Even the relatives of his wives were involved in these observations. Because of it, we find so many Ahadith that explain the teachings of Islam very clearly. For example, we will present here a Hadith narrated by Hazrat ‘Amr bin Harith (ra), the brother of Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra).

He narrates:

“The Holy Prophet (sas) did not leave a single Dirham, Dinar, slave, or a slave-woman behind at the time of his death.”3

This shows that not only did the Holy Prophet (sas) teach others to free the slaves, but he also set examples for them to follow through his actions. At the time he left this world he possessed no worldly wealth. He searched for heavenly wealth all his life, and only took that with him to the Hereafter.




1 (i) Sahihul-Bukhari, Kitabus-Saum, Babu Saumi Yaumul-Jumu‘ati Wa Idha Asbaha Sa’iman Yaumal-Jumu‘ati Fa ‘Alaihi Ain-Yuftira, Hadith No. 1936 ///// (ii) Siyarus-Sahabah, Volume 6 (Siyarus-Sahabiyat), p. 81, Published by Idarah Islamiyat, Lahore

2 (i) Rahmatullil-‘Alamin, Volume 1, pp. 164-165, Maktabah Islamiyyah, Lahore ///// (ii) Ummat Ki Ma’ain, Ali Asghar Chaudhary, p. 183, Hazrat Juwairiyah, Islamic Publications Private Limited, Lahore Edition, 4 November 1999

3 (i) Sahihul-Bukhari, Kitabul-Wasaya, Babul-Wasaya, Hadith No. 2739 ///// (ii) Mishkatul- Masabih, Volume 2, p. 407, Kitabu Ahwalil-Qiyamati Wa Bad’il-Khalq, Bab 10, Al-Faslul- Awwal, Hadith No. 5974



Charity

Once the Holy Prophet (sas) came to Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) and asked, “Is there anything to eat?” She replied, “O Messenger of Allah (sas), my maid servant received some meat as charity and has given it to me as a gift.Tha tis all I have.”

He responded, “Then bring it. The charity has reached its intended recipient.”1

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) remembered this incident and narrated it later. This is a great favour she bestowed upon the Muslims, because this narration makes an issue very clear. The Holy Prophet (sas) had forbidden his family members from eating anything that was charity.

Once the Holy Prophet (sas) received a basket of dates that was to be donated to charity. His little grandson, Hasan, saw the dates and he put one in his mouth. When the Holy Prophet (sas) saw him doing that, he put his finger in the child’s mouth and took out the date, then threw it away. Then he explained to the child that the date was intended for charity, and it was not lawful for him to eat it.

These two incidents appear to contradict each other, but if you pay close attention to them you become amazed at the depth of the wisdom of the Holy Prophet (sas). It is true that the family of the Holy Prophet (sas) was not allowed to accept anything that was charity, however, if a recipient of charity gifted the charity to them, they were permitted to accept it. This is because it became a gift, freely given, not charity. It is a beautiful concept that allows the poor to keep their dignity, and yet it also allows a person who is in difficulty to do what is best for him.

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) sympathised with the poor immensely. Giving charity and donating to the poor gave her great pleasure. If she ever got a chance to help another person, she considered it to be a blessing from Allah.




1 (i) Sahihu Muslim, Kitabuz-Zakati, Babu Ibahatil-Hadiyyati Lin-Nabiyyi (sas) …, Hadith No. 2483 ///// (ii) Siyarus-Sahabah, Volume 6 (Siyarus-Sahabiyat), p. 81, Published by Idarah Islamiyat, Lahore



Patience in Loss

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) had only six years of her life with her beloved husband. This marriage was like a cool shade for her, filled with peace. It was filled with the joys of love and the companionship of a God-like person. However, that companionship was lost too soon. During the final illness of the Holy Prophet (sas), she made a sacrifice for that pure person who was the source of the greatest happiness in the world for her. For the sake of the happiness of Holy Prophet (sas), she gave him permission to spend the last few days of his life in the home of Hazrat ‘A’ishah (ra). When the Holy Prophet (sas) passed away, it seemed like the whole world had suddenly become dark. Her eyes were wet with tears and there was only one prayer on her lips, “O Lord, I am happy with any circumstance you put me in, just give me the courage to bear it all.”1

It was hard to believe that the Holy Prophet (sas) had left this world. It seemed like the world was empty without him. She missed her beloved husband all the time. At times when she missed him a lot, she would leave her house and go to the house of Hazrat ‘A’ishah(ra) where the blessed body of the Holy Prophet (sas) had been laid to rest. She would say Salam, sit near his feet, shed tears uncontrollably, and talk about what she was feeling. Then, when she was able to control her emotions, she would get up from there and come back to her own house where she occupied herself in the remembrance of Allah.2

The four pious Khulafa’ gave the wives of the Holy Prophet (sas) utmost respect and reverence. Hazrat ‘Umar (ra) fixed an allowance for her in the amount of six thousand Dirham annually.

Hazrat Juwairiyah (ra) has narrated seventeen Ahadith. She passed away in Rabi‘ul-Awwal, 50th Hijri, at the age of sixty-five and she was buried in Jannatul-Baqi‘.3




1 Sau ‘Azim Musalman Khawatin, Dr. Akhtar Nawaz Khan, pp. 78-80, Al-Qalam Publications, Sadr Bazar, Haripur

2 Sau ‘Azim Musalman Khawatin, Dr. Akhtar Nawaz Khan, p. 80, Al-Qalam Publications, Sadr Bazar, Haripur

3 Siyarus-Sahabah, Volume 6 (Siyarus-Sahabiyat), p. 81, Published by Idarah Islamiyat, Lahore
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