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The Ayyam al Arab were intertribal hostilities generally arising from disputes over cattle, pasture
lands or springs. They afforded ample opportunity for plundering andraiding, for the manifestation of
single —handed deeds of heroism by the champions the contending tribes and for the exchange of
vitriolic satires on the part of the poets. The Spokesmen of the warring parties, though always ready

for a fight the Bedouin was not necessarily eager to be killed. His encounters therefore, were not



as sanguinary as there accounts would lead one to believe. Nevertheless these Ayyam provided a
safety valve for a possible over population in Bedouin land, whose inhabitant were normally in a
condition of semi-starvation and to whom the fighting mood was a chronic state of mind. Through

them vendetta became one of the strongest religio-social institutions in Bedouin life .(1)

(HISTORY OF THE ARABS- BY PHILIP K HITTI 4" edition, publisher and printers, Macmillan

& Co Ltd, London, 1949, PAGE 88-89)
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Such an influence as the Nestorians of al-Hirah had on the Arabs of the Persian border was exerted
by the Monophysites of Ghassanland upon the people of Hijaz for four centuries prior to Islam these
Syrianized Arabs had been bringing the Arab world into touch not only with Syria but also with
Byzantium. Such personals names as Dawud (David), Sulayman ( Solomon), Isa (Jesus) were not

uncommon among the pre Islamic Arabians
(HISTORY OF THE ARABS BY PHILIP K HITTI ,PAGE 106)
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