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"The same homogeneity of ideas obtains on that considerably lower plane
on which an unnamed spokesman for the Byzantines and the Muslim
jurist, al-Qaffal (d. 976), exchanged their invectives in support of their
sovereigns' campaigns in 966-67.The Christian announces that he will
conquer the East and spread the religion of the Cross by way of force:And
Jesus, His throne is high above the heavens. Who is allied with Him
reaches his goal (i.e., salvation) on the day of Strife (i.e., Judgment

Day).But your companion (i.e., Mohammad), the moisture (of the grave)



annihilated him below the ground, and he has turned (a heap of) splinters
among those decayed bones.The Muslim shaik retorts in the same
vein:Whoever desires the conquest of East and West propagandizing for
the belief in a cross is the meanest of all who nourish desires.Who serves
the crosses and wishes to obtain right guidance through them is an ass
with a brand mark on his nose.And if the Prophet Mohammad has had to
die, he (only) followed the precedent set by every exalted prophet.And
Jesus, too, met death at a fixed term, when he passed away as do the
prophets of Adam's seed."
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" that he sees two riders mounted the one on an ass and the othe
on & camel. Those two riders are really one and the same as the . 5
Prophet (lsaiah) himself clearly affirms in the passage itaelf.

Under the name of ‘ass' the Prophet means the Jewish paople; - .

which, although it has read the Law and the prophecies, yet in-
Huenced by the teachings of Batan, has refused to submit and
accept the Gospel destined to save the universe, . , . . Tnder
the name ‘camel,’ the Prophet deaignates the Midisnites and the
Babyloniane, because among them these animals are very com-
mon. And the zame enpemy who led the Jews into error . . ..
has made you also fall into idolatry. I have said above that the
two riders really represent only one and the ssme man, ss the
Prophet lets us know immediately after by saying: ‘I saw the
same horseman who came mounted on two steeds. Lo, the horss-
man who appeared two before was only one, and mounted on
two horses,"* He designates by thess two horses the Jews and
the pagans dominated by them, Whenes then comes this man?
What does he say? He comes mounted on two horses, and cries

at the top of his voice—Babylon is fallen, and its works have

been overturned’ (21:9). It was then the enemy who deplored
its desolation, and who, not finding any refuge other than your
desert, has led to you the two horses of his iniquity, that is to
gay, the inponstancy of the Jews and the debauchery of the
pAgans. . . ., B

The same homogeneity of ideas obtains on that considerably
lower plane on which an unnamed spokesman for the Byaan-
tines and the Muslim jurist, al-Qaffél (d. 976), exchanged their
invectives in support of their sovereigns' campuigns in 96667,

i b

The Christian announces that he will conguer the East a.n.d
spread the religion of the Cross by way of forea:

And Jeaus, Hin throne is high shove the beavons, Who is allied with
Him reaches his goal (ie., ealvation) on the Day of Birife (ie,
Judgrnent Dayl,

But your companion (i.e., Mobammed), the moleture (of the grave)
snnihilatad him below the ground, sod Fe hes turned (s feap of)
gptiuters among those decsyed banes, d

# O thin paraphrass of the Beptusgint taxl see ibid, p, 328, o, 35.
W Traos, from the Armenian by Jelecy, thid, pp, 327-28.

i - Vihoever desires the conquest of Kast and West propaguodizing for

‘s the bielisf in & eross in the meanest of all who noarish desires.

;. Who mrves the croesss and wishes to obtain right guidnnce theough

them k& an ass with a brand neark on his noss.

And if the Prophet Mobsmured hss had to dis, he (only) fellowed the

_.“r peecedent set by every axnlted prophet,

And Jesuy, too, met death nt & fixed term, when he pased away s
ot prophets of Adam’s seed.

The Muslim and the Christian alike viewed the history of
mankind g leading from Creation to Judgment Day. History
culminates in a final revelation of God's will and Cod's Lruth, It
18 for man to accept or reject the message of the Lord and thus
to seoure for himself salvation or damnation, The historieal

- process will be staged only once. On Judgment Day the hook of

history is to be closed forever, Any idea of a cyclical return of
évents would be incompatible with the purposs for which the
Lord created the world of man. Thus every moment is unique
and irrefrievable, and his allotted time is tense with man's

- anxious struggle to work his salvation ere it is too late. For the
“individusl, then, life in history carries the Fupreme moral obli-
gation of proving himself in the face of the Lord. Man s on

trial. Rewelation is his law, the Prophet or the Bavior his model
and guide, while Satan, prodding his innate sinfulness, seeks to
lead him sstray, After the final Judgment has acquitted or
condemned, Batan will lose hia power. Justice has triumphed

. -and history reached its end,

Bal'ami (d, 963) paraphrases in these words the paragraph
with which ai-Tabarf (d. 923) introduces his monmen tal
Anngles:

"God made the creatures without being under any necessity
of creating them. He created them to try them. He ordered them
io adore Him so He would know who would and who would not
adore Him, who would and who would not execute His com-
musids. His wisdom made Him create them, so their actions
woukd justifly what He knew through His foreknowledge.

# Ed. trans, by the wriler, dnalscia eriendalio, KTV (1087), 41-64, vaa, 51--53,
B4, 508,54,
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