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He was a lincal descendent of the prophet, a fact which he always

endeavoured to conceal, and was born in 1837, his family was noble

and enjoyed great consideration in Persia. In the time of Safawian

dynasty political vicssitudes divided the family into two parts, one of

which settled in Isfahan while the other migrated to Tehran. It

produced several persons renowned for learning being Mirza Jaafar,

Professor Hairat's great grand father (Sic: ground falha) who was

prime minister of Karim Khan, the founder of his Zand family of

Persian KINGS, which a remote ancester was Abd-ul-Baqji, a poet

and physician and the well-known poet, Mu,tamad-ud-Doala, known

also and better by his takhallus ( non de plume) of nashat, was related
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to Professor Hairat on his mother side and was Persian minister of
foreign affairs in the time of Fath Ali Shah. B
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His knowledge was so great and memory so accurate and retentive
that, if the whole work of Hafiz and Sa,di had been lost, he could at
once have recovered them and written them down fault lessly from
recollection and he could repeat many thousands of lines of all
classical poet of Arabia and Persia without mistake and without any
apparent effort, while his power as a writer of classical Arabic or
Persian was Said to be unrivalled 22
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Every thing about Professor Hairat was a grand scale, his mind, his
memory, his power of observation, his generosity were all of an
uncommon order, Money was to him as worthless as dust, and he
valued it only as a means of helping others and releiving suffering.
He had a lofty ideal of duty and never spared himself when duty
demanded exertion of or sacrifice. He was tolerant of every thing
except falsehood, hypocrasy and meanness and was at the same time
an ideal philosopher and shrewd observer of human nature 2
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‘105. The Koranic injunctions about this is found in sura iv-3 and
128 (vide Paras 93 and103) But the final and effectual step taken by
Muhammad towards the abolition of this leading vice of the Arab
community was his declaring in the Koran that no body could fulfil
the condition of dealing equitably with more than one woman, though
he “fain would do so’.
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‘ This unrestrained enthusiasm for pseudo- historical exegetical trend had serious dangers.
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“Chiragh Ali, whose pen had much controversial force. He was a government servant who
had begun in a Petty position and rose gradually and steadily. He had been disturbed by the
missionaries criticism of his religion. For a time before meeting Sir Sayyid, he was
attracted to Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian and his method of countering those criticism.

When he came in contact with the Aligarh movement, he transferred to it his enthusiastic
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